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in their own homes also are helping
seniors stay where they want to be—
and that is less expensive for taxpayers
than if these seniors were instead in
nursing homes.

Mr. ENZI. I would also like to high-
light the National Resource Center for
Women and Retirement as a highly
successful program run by the Women’s
Institute for a Secure Retirement—
known to most as “WISER’—a non-
profit organization dedicated to ensur-
ing the security of women’s retirement
income through outreach, partner-
ships, and policy development. The
staff and programs at WISER have pro-
vided important and effective trainings
and education in my home State of Wy-
oming, as well as around the country.

Mr. ALEXANDER. For more than 50
years, the Older Americans Act has
been effective in large part because
these successful programs are funded
through flexible grants to States.
States know best what services will be
most beneficial for their residents to
live healthier, more independent lives
as they age.

I want to thank Senator MURRAY for
working with me on this bill in our
committee.

I want to thank Senator COLLINS,
whose leadership on the Special Com-
mittee on Aging was instrumental. Her
determination to help seniors stay
home and independent helped us get
this bill through the full Senate.

I want to thank Senator BURR for his
determination to get a result on the
funding issue.

Finally, I would like to thank Sen-
ator SANDERS for his tireless work on
this issue and on this bill.

———

NATIONAL CONGENITAL DIA-
PHRAGMATIC HERNIA AWARE-
NESS MONTH

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, today
I wish to discuss S. Res. 408. I am de-
lighted that the Senate has unani-
mously declared April as National Con-
genital Diaphragmatic Hernia Aware-
ness Month for the fourth consecutive
year. I would like to thank my friend
and able colleague, Senator BEN
CARDIN of Maryland, for joining me in
this legislation. This resolution is very
important to me and my family as my
grandson Jim Beau is a CDH survivor.

I specifically wanted to speak today,
April 19, to commemorate Congenital
Diaphragmatic Hernia Action Day.
Charities and families in 60 countries
and cities all over the U.S. are working
together to raise CDH Awareness
through State and town proclamations,
lighted buildings, Parades of Cherubs,
fundraisers, and other events.

CDH is a birth defect that occurs
when the fetal diaphragm fails to fully
develop. The lungs develop at the same
time as the diaphragm and the diges-
tive system. When a diaphragmatic
hernia occurs, the abdominal organs
move into and develop in the chest in-
stead of remaining in the abdomen.
With the heart, lungs, and abdominal
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organs all taking up space in the chest,
the lungs do not have space to develop
properly. This may cause the lungs to
be small and underdeveloped.

A diaphragmatic hernia is a life-
threatening condition. When the lungs
do not develop properly during preg-
nancy, it can be difficult for the baby
to breathe after birth, or the baby is
unable to take in enough oxygen to
stay healthy.

Several members from the CHERUBS
group visited my office yesterday. I
was encouraged by their good spirit
and enthusiasm. These individuals
have been coming to Capitol Hill every
year for the last several years to advo-
cate for Federal assistance for this
birth defect. Over the last 4 years, we
have made good progress.

We have seen an increase in funding
at the National Institutes of Health,
NIH. In fiscal year 2015, the NIH funded
approximately $3,300,000 in CDH re-
search. This is an increase of $800,000
from fiscal year 2014. We have also seen
an increase in awareness and edu-
cation. But more research is needed.
The cause of CDH remains unknown.
Most cases of diaphragmatic hernia are
believed to be multifactorial in origin,
meaning both genetic and environ-
mental factors are involved. It is
thought that multiple genes from both
parents, as well as a number of envi-
ronmental factors that scientists do
not yet fully understand, contribute to
the development of a diaphragmatic
hernia.

Congenital diaphragmatic hernia is a
birth defect that occurs in 1 out of
every 3,836 live births worldwide.

The CDC estimates that CDH affects
1,088 babies in the U.S. each year.

Every 10 minutes, a baby is born with
CDH, adding up to more than 700,000
babies with CDH since just 2000; yet
most people have never heard of CDH.

Up to 20 percent of cases of CDH have
a genetic cause due to a chromosome
defect or genetic syndrome.

According to the CDC, babies born
with CDH experience a high mortality
rate ranging from 20-60 percent depend-
ing on the severity of the defect and
the treatments available at delivery.
The mortality rate has remained stable
since 1999.

Approximately 40 percent of babies
born with CDH will have other birth
defects, in addition to CDH. The most
common is a congenital heart defect.

Awareness, good prenatal care, early
diagnosis, and skilled treatment are
the keys to a greater survival rate in
these babies. That is why this resolu-
tion is so important.

In 2009, my grandson Jim Beau was
diagnosed with CDH during my daugh-
ter Mary Abigail’s 34th week of preg-
nancy. At that time, no one in my fam-
ily had heard of CDH before. My family
was very lucky that Jim Beau’s defect
was caught before he was born and that
he was in the right place to receive ex-
cellent care for his CDH.

He is now a happy, rambunctious 6-
year-old.
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The resolution Senator CARDIN and I
introduced is important because it will
bring awareness to this birth defect,
and this awareness will save lives. Al-
though hundreds of thousands of babies
have been diagnosed with this defect,
the causes are still unknown, and more
research is needed. Every year more is
learned and there are more successes.
We are making good progress, and we
must continue these efforts.

I want to thank my colleagues for
joining me in supporting this legisla-
tion to bring awareness to CDH.

I thank the Chair.

———

TRIBUTE TO LARRY MACDONALD

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize Larry MacDonald
as he retires from the city of Bayfield,
WI, after an impressive 20 years as the
city’s mayor. Since his election in 1994,
Larry has dedicated himself to improv-
ing the city of Bayfield and making it
a wonderful destination in north-
western Wisconsin.

Larry was born in Munich, Germany,
to American parents. After growing up
in the Twin Cities area of Minnesota,
Larry and his wife, Julie, moved to
Bayfield in 1989. They opened Cooper
Hill House B&B, contributing to
Bayfield’s tradition of welcoming visi-
tors from across the State to beautiful
Bayfield County. The MacDonalds also
opened the Apostle Islands Outfitters
that, for close to two decades, sup-
ported Bayfield and the city’s practice
of providing outstanding outdoor recre-
ation opportunities to residents and
tourists alike.

While he has served as mayor for 20
years, Larry’s career in public service
began as a casual interest in local gov-
ernment. However, as a proactive poli-
tician, a committed environmentalist,
and a savvy businessman, Larry’s cas-
ual interest quickly grew into a re-
markable passion for his work and
dedication to his city. Over the past
two decades and despite an ill-fated at-
tempt at retirement in 2004, Larry has
influenced all aspects of the Bayfield
community.

The city of Bayfield is the smallest
city in Wisconsin, but one of our most
popular destinations. A beautiful city
located on Lake Superior, Bayfield
draws visitors from across the State.
When others would be daunted, he
faced head-on the challenges of a local
economy based on tourism, working
with local organizations and listening
closely to his community. Larry also
dedicated his career to maintaining the
natural beauty of Lake Superior and
the Apostle Islands through his work
as a board member of the Alliance of
the Great Lakes and the Apostle Is-
lands National Lakeshore. As mayor,
he led the city to be one of the first in
the Nation to adopt an eco-munici-
pality resolution, thereby codifying its
commitment to sustainability, setting
an example for others to follow, and
preserving Bayfield’s natural resources
for generations to come.
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